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The preparation of this report was financially aided through a Federal grant from the Urban Renewal Administration of the
Housing and Home Finance Agency, under the Urban Planning Assisiance Program authorized by Section 701 of the Hous-
ing Act of 1954, as amended.
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March, 1966
TO: Hon. William A. Shaw, Mayor and City Council

FROM: Planning and Urban Renewal Commission
Gentlemen:

The Planning and Urban Renewal Commission is pleasedto transmit herewith a guide
to direct the orderly growth and development of the City of Warren.

This comprehensive development plan, through the year 1980, provides a framework
upon which all future improvements, both public and private, can be built. The goal is a
well balanced, desirable community. The plan attempts to analyze the needs of Warren
and provide workable solutions to today's problems as well as for the future. We are
living in a jet age with ever increasing technical changes and it is vital that a plan
should remain a living document, continually reviewed and up-dated to meet changing
living habits, development standards and community requirements.

This report, entitled "Direction for Warren" actually is a summary of all Comprehen-
sive Development Planning completed in Warren. The supporting documents, listed in
the appendix, which have previously been trasmitted to you by the Planning and Urban
Renewal Commission, are also a part of the Plan.

The Planning Commission appreciates the assistance in the preparation of this plan
given by the Mayor, City Council, administrative officals, public and private agencies,
and many of Warren's citizens. We are confident that with your support, and the col-
lective efforts of all of Warren'scitizens, this plan will provide an excellent guide to assist
the numerous public officials, business-industry, and civic leadersin making the necessary
day-to-day decisions that are required to make this a dynamic city, a city which satisfies
the living, working and environmental needs for Warren's present and future citizens.

Respectfully submitted,

Gerald E. Wixson
Chairman
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STATEMENT OF GOALS
AND OBJECTIVES

e Warren needs an identity. A city center will create this identity by
providing a focal point around which activities essential to a healthy
urban community can evolve. (Page 5 )

e Warren needs a place where trade, commerce, administration and culture
can go hand in hand in pleasant surroundings. The City Center will
provide for this. (Page 6)

e Warren requires continual improvement of its physical environment. The
land use plan establishes this and providesapattern for living, livelihood
and leisure. (Page 9 )

e Some of Warren's residential areas require redevelopment and re-
habilitation; others must maintain high standards and neighborhood
stability. Plan proposals are designed to achieve these goals. (Page 9)

e Understanding Warren's heritage develops community spirit. The preser-
vation of the Village area and the Weier and Rinke Farms will provide a
physical link to the past. (Page 18)
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Better use of Warren's existing and proposed commercial areas is re-
quired for service, convenience and a good neighborhood setting.
(Page 10)

Warren needs development of its vacant industrial land and revitali-
zation of some indusirial areas to maintain its enviable Industrial Base.
(Page 11)

Warren must provide a thoroughfare system which anticipates highway
needs before development takes place. The Master Thoroughtare Plan
provides the location and reserves the necessary land for major streets.
(Page 36)

A program for the safe and efficient movement of people, goods and
services is required. Extremely rapid growth has resulted in deficiencies
in Warren's street capacity. (Page 38)

Warren needs lo provide additional community facilities to achieve its
primary function of protecting the public's welfare and safety and to pro-
vide for the conveniences normally desired by a progressive urban
society. (Page 41)

Warren's citizens need an area that expresses their aspirations and brings
together the functions of government, culture, and community activifies
within a comprehensive framework. The civic center that is functionally
efficient and emotionally satisfying will meet the aspirations of this vital
community. (Page44)

Warren's desireable environment and continued economic strength de-
pends on the implementation of the comprehensive plan. Legislative,
administrative, and public understanding and support, coupled with effec-
tive regulatory measures, will achieve this goal. (Page 49 )






